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“Beware:  Wrong Response To The Gospel”
(Matthew 11:16-24, pew Bible page 816)


I. Caution Regarding Criticism (vv. 16-19)


A. “Christianity is way too grave!” (v. 18)


B. “Christianity is way too gracious!” (v. 19a)


C. Pay attention to the outcomes achieved by following Jesus. (v. 19b)



II. Denunciation of Disregard (vv. 20-24)


A. Shocking comparisons


1. Chorazin and Bethsaida vs. Tyre and Sidon


2. Capernaum vs. Sodom
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     B.  Significant conclusions


           What are we to understand about degrees of punishment?


1. Condemnation comes from an individual’s sins, including indifference to God’s self-revelation.


a) Ephesians 5:5-6, Colossians 3:5-6


b) Romans 1:18-20



2. There are no degrees of condemnation.  It’s all eternal and horrific. (And we all deserve it.)


a) Romans 3:10-11


b) 2 Thessalonians 1:7b-9




3. There are, however, degrees of punishment. (The passage at hand…)




4. Extraordinary privilege creates extraordinary accountability.  We have an incredible level of privilege! Thus, Hebrews 2:3.
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